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Winfrey, Joseph

From: 49395-96635697@requests.muckrock.com

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 5:01 PM

To: Group R5Foia

Subject: Freedom of Information Request: EPA Political appointee FOIA records

 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 

FOIA Office 

MI-9J 

77 West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

February 21, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I hereby request the following records: 

It is the requestors understanding that EPA regions have been instructed to handle FOIA requests that include 

records involving EPA political appointees, by routing such requests to EPA HQ for processing. I therefore 

request any guidance or other instructions provided to an EPA region by EPA HQ about the processing of FOIA 

requests that include political appointees, or any other records which outline this approach. A search may be 

limited to records created or transmitted between January 20, 2017 and February 21, 2018.  

The requester is entitled to a fee waiver because he is a member of the news media, and because this request for 

records concerns activities or operations of the government. Disclosure of the requested records will likely 

increase public understanding of government operations since the requester has the ability and the intention, 

through the means described below, to effectively convey information contained within the requested records to 

a broad public audience. Requester is an investigative journalist and the director of Documented, an 

investigative watchdog and reporting group that explores the relationship between industry and government. 

Nick Surgey is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Media and Democracy and writes for the Intercept. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 

commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 

fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-

ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response 

to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Surgey 
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Filed via MuckRock.com 

E-mail (Preferred): 49395-96635697@requests.muckrock.com 

Upload documents directly: https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/agency_login/environmental-protection-

agency-region-5-7125/epa-political-appointee-foia-records-49395/?uuid-login=36ae982f-9b58-4da9-9f3b-

8feb6864e557&email=r5foia%40epa.gov#agency-reply 

Is this email coming to the wrong contact? Something else wrong? Use the above link to let us know. 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 

MuckRock News 

DEPT MR 49395 

411A Highland Ave 

Somerville, MA 02144-2516 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock 

by the above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly 

addressed (i.e., with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests 

might be returned as undeliverable. 

 


